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zom your mcem: let.wr: to
mriam in aonmtien with |
g napnrtment cemerning ritha and
xa_een acquirea by persons by ad- _
verse possessid e payment of taxes, in lands within
the' meander lines of a meandoxad-lake. You ask if such
hnds are subjoct to aueh claima. |

- The fonowing appears in 36 Illinois Law and Prace

tice 763
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"while the State does not have title to
the bed of a nonnavigable lake which has
not been meandered, it does have title

to the bed of a meandered lake, in trust
for the people, and a grant of land bor-
dering on a meandered lake extends to the
water's edge in its natural condition,

 and not to the center of the lake,®

186 Illinois 235, the Court

said at page 241:

- "The law of this State, as repeatedly
anncunced, is, that shore owners on mean-
dered lukes, whether navigable or non-
,navigable take title only to the water's
edge, the bed of the lake being in the
State."

In Puller v. M.. 161 Illinois 462, the Court

said at page 493;

® @ 8% e aego long a8 such meandered
lakes exist, over their waters, and bed
- when covered with water, the State exer-
cises control, and holds the same in
~ trust for all the people, who alike have
. benefit thereof in fishing heating.
the like.® , R

Also see Schulte v. Warren, 218 nu.noia 108, 117 to. the
~ same effect, = . .
| In 1 Xllinoie Law and Practice 562, the following

appears s
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'By an extension of the maxim of the cammom
law, ‘Nullum tempus occuxrit regi, ' under
which the sovereign was not subject to statutes
of limitations except when expressly named, :
and by the provisions of $.H,A. ¢h.83, §8,
to the effect that the two preceding sections
of those statuees. gxeviding for the zecoge~
nition of title in one who under the propar.
eircumstances pays the legal taxes on land
for seven succesgive years, dv not extend to
~lands or tenements owned by the United States
" or this aeate. or to lands held for any pube
' }ic purpose, the doctrine of advarue posses~
- sion does not operate, and title by prascripu .
 tien’ may not be acquired, with respect to
' land owned by the: faﬁaral governmant at hy
tha atate of xllinn&s.

'!llinaia Raviaed Statutes 1969, chaptar 83, pro-
vides as follows:
- Paragraph 6.

“Every person in tha actual possession of
lands or tenements, undexr claim and color
of title, made in good faith, and who shall
for seven successive years, continue in such
possession, and shall also, during said time,
pay all taxes legally assessed on such lands
' of tenements, shall be held and adjudged to
be the legal owner of said lande or tene-
ments, to the extent and according to the
purport of his or her paper title, All per-
sons holding under such possession, by pur~
chase, devise or descent, befora said seven
years shall have expired, and who shall con~
tinue such possession, and continue to pay
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the taxes as aforesaid, so as to complete
the possession and payment of taxes for the
term aforesaid, shall be entitled to the
benefit of this section,"

Paragraph 7.

"whenever a person having color of title,
made in good faith, to vacant and unoccupied
land, shall pay all taxes legally assessed
thereon for seven successive years, he or
she shall be deenmad and adjudged to ba the
legal owner of said vacant and unoccupied
land, to the extent and accoxding to the
parport of his or her paper title, All pexr«
sons holding under such taxpayer, by purchase,
devise ox descent, before salid seven years .
_shall have. expired, and who shall continue
- to pay the taxes, as aforesaid, so as to com=
 plete the payment of taxes for the term
.. aforesaid, shall be entitled to the bene~
- - £it of this section: Provided, however,
- £ any person, hav&ng a better paper title
. .to said vacant and unoccupied land, shall,
.Guring the said term of seven years, pay
. the taxes aspessed on said land for any
.- 'one or more years of the said term of geven
.. years,. then and in that case such taxpayerx,
. his heirs and assigns, shall not be en=
'titled ta the benefit of this seauien."

Paxagtaph 8.

“The two preceding sections shall not ax-
tend to lands or tenements owned by the

- United Btates or of this state, nor to
school and seminary lands, nor to lands
held for the use of religious societies,
nor to lands held for any public purpose.
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Nor shall they extend to lands or tenements
vhen there shall be an adverse title to such
lands or tenements, and the holder of ‘such
adverse title is a minor, insane, mantally
111, imprisoned, out of the limits of the
United: States, and in the employment of the
United States or of this state: Provided,
such person shall commence an action to.
recover such lands or tenements 80 popsessed,
as aforaesaid,: within three years after the
soveral disabilities herein enumerated shall
cease to exist, and shall prosecute such.
action to judgment, or in case of vacant and
unoceupied land, shall, within the time. last
aforesaid, pay to the person or persons who
have paid the same, all the taxes, with in-
texrest thereon, at the rate of twelve per .
cent per anaum, that have been paid on said
vacant anﬂ unimarovaﬁ laad e .

rba exaeptiona pxovidod herain ahall not
apply to.the provisions of *An Act relat~
ing to claims to real estate’; approved by
the sevunty-firat General Asaembxy.; L
!n view of the foregoing. it is my opinion that
g8tate owneé lands 1n xllinois lying within the mcandet lines
of a maandereﬂ lake ate not. aubject to aﬁve:sa pcsaanaion or

claims under color of title and;payment of taxes.

. Very truly yours,

ATTORREY GENERAL




